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Civil War Tours 2017
NOW IN OUR 16™ YEAR!

April 19-23, The Battle of Gettysburg.

Follow historians Ed Bearss & Jeff Wert for 4 days as we examine the Battle of
Gettysburg. We will walk the ground where troops clashed on July 1, 2, & 3, including
the action at East Cavalry Field. We will visit sites pertaining to Lincoln’s visit to
Gettysburg in 1863 for the dedication of the National Cemetery. One evening, we will
make special arrangements for a private, behind-the-scenes tour of the Cyclorama. $695

April 27-30, The Maryland Campaign: South Mountain &Antietam.
Spend 3 days with historians Ed Bearss & Tom Clemens as we cover the events that
9 led to America’s bloodiest day in history. We will tour Harpers Ferry, the gaps of South
Mountain, and the key sites of Antietam Battlefield including the North Woods, West
&= Woods, Bloody Lane, and Burnside’s Bridge. $550

May 18-21, Chickamauga & Chattanooga.

Join expert historians Ed Bearss & Jim Ogden as we devote 3 full days to the Battles
of Chickamauga & Chattanooga. This in-depth tour will include stops at Reed’s Bridge,
Snodgrass Hill, Orchard Knob, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, and the National

Cemetery. $550
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June 9-12, The Vicksburg Campaign.

Travel back in time with historians Ed Bearss & Terry Winschel as we devote 3 days to
the remarkable Vicksburg Campaign. We will follow the action of the dramatic events
associated with the Battles of Grand Gulf, Port Gibson, Raymond, Champion Hill, and the
Big Black River Bridge. In addition, we’ll examine the siege operation at Vicksburg and
see the U.S.S. Cairo, the ironclad gunboat discovered and raised from the Yazoo River by a
team led by Ed Bearss. $550
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Check our website for our complete 2017 tour schedule

and detailed itineraries! www.civilwartours.org
ALL OF OUR 2016 TOURS SOLD OUT SO DON’T DELAY

*Our tours include evening lectures, lunches, tactical maps & the finest battlefield guides!

Civil War Tours- P.O. Box 416, Keedysville, MD 21756
email: info@civilwartours.org Tel: (301) 676-4642

Be sure to check out our sister company: South Mountain Expeditions
2017 History Tours include: The First World War, The Chesapeake, & New York State
email: tours@smountainexpeditions.com website: www.smountainexpeditions.com




Perfect Choice HD Ultra™ is simple to use, hard to see and easy to afford...

Invention of the Year

PERSONAL SOUND AMPLIFICATION PRODUCT (PSAP)
IT’S NOT A HEARING AID

Perfect Choice HD Ultra™

is NOT a hearing aid. It is a
Personal Sound Amplification
Product (PSAP). Hearing
aids can only be sold by an
audiologist or a licensed
hearing instrument specialist
following hearing tests and
fitting appointments. Once
the audiologist had you tested
and fitted, you would have
to pay as much as $5000 for
the product.

Understand what
people are saying...
the first time

The designers of the Perfect
Choice HD Ultra™ have moved
the tiny but powerful speaker
to the end of the hearing tube,
so it is closer to the eardrum,
giving you more volume

and clarity. It features dual
microphones that focus on
voices for better conversational
listening. It also automatically
senses noisy or quiet
environments and suppresses
background noise, so sounds
and conversations are easier

to hear and understand.

The unit is small and
lightweight enough to
hide behind your ear...

It’s Better
COMFORT Less than 1 ounce
SOUND QUALITY Excellent: Optimized for speech
FITTING REQUIRED? No
ONE-ON-ONE SETUP Free
SENIOR AND MILITARY DISCOUNTS Yes

only you'll know you have it
on. It's comfortable and won't
make you feel like you have
something stuck in your ear.

Try it for yourself with our
exclusive home trial. This
remarkable product has been
designed with the finest
micro-digital components on
the market today. Thanks to
the efforts of a doctor who
leads a renowned hearing
institute, it’s manufactured

in an efficient production
process that makes it available
at an affordable price. Call
now, and you'll find out why
so many satisfied seniors are
now enjoying their Perfect
Choice HD Ultra, hearing their
grandchildren and what the
world has to say. Call today,
and be sure to ask about our
special discounts for Seniors
and Military personnel.

Perfect

Choice HD
Call now toll free for
our lowest price ever.

Please mention promotional code

105328.

1-866-752-5240

1998 Ruffin Mill Road,
Colonial Heights, VA 23834
Perfect Choice HD Ultra is not a hearing aid.

If you believe you need a hearing aid, please
consult a physician.

81099
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20 ARMORED CLASH IN LORRAINE

By Arnold Blumberg

American tanks and artillery wreaked havoc on the newly created German panzer
formations during the Battle of Arracourt in September 1944.

28 SHOWDOWN AT GRUNWALD

By Victor Kamenir
The Poles and Lithuanians invaded the lands of the Teutonic Order in 1410 in a
bid to gain regional dominance.

36 DISASTER AT FORT DONELSON

By Mike Phifer

Ulysses S. Grant altered the course of the war in the west for the Union Army in February
1862 with the capture of Forts Henry and Donelson.

44 CARNAGE AT BUSSACO

By Simon Rees
French bravery was not enough to overcome uninspired tactics in a bloody clash in July
1810 between Marshal Massena and Viscount Wellington during the Peninsular War.

52 IRONCLAD CLASH AT LISSA
By David A. Norris

The Austrian and Italian navies fought
a desperate battle in the Adriatic Sea in 1866.
Although outnumbered, the Austrians prevailed
with a bold attack.
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Twilight of the Teutonic Order

N ONE OF THOSE IRONIES WITH WHICH HISTORY ABOUNDS
Polish Duke Conrad of Mazovia in 1226 invited the German

Roman Catholic military order known as the Teutonic Knights to

assist him in subjugating the unruly, pagan Prussians who were

raiding his lands. If they assisted him, he pledged to give them Kulmerland

in southern Prussia for their new base. The
Teutonic Order had left the Holy Land in
1211 for Hungary, but Hungarian King
Andrew I expelled them from the Burzenland
region of his kingdom in 1225. With no other
options, they accepted the offer. By the end of
the 13th century, the Teutonic Knights had
conquered all of Prussia. The irony is that the
Poles would play a central role in the demise
of the Teutonic Order by defeating them
soundly at the Battle of Grunwald in 1410.

Crusading in the Baltic region was as differ-
ent from crusading in the Holy Land as night
is from day. Annual campaigns against the
Prussians, Livonians, Lithuanians, and others
were conducted in a harsh climate and rugged
landscape consisting of a tapestry of rivers,
streams, and marshes. Like all crusades, they
were expensive expeditions that required
wealthy patrons. For that reason, the Teutonic
Knights, whose numbers were relatively small,
recruited assistance from the West. The Teu-
tonic Order feted the visiting knights with great
feasts within the strong walls of their fortress
at Malbork on the Nogat River.

The Poles fought the Teutonic Knights with
words as well as swords. At the Council of
Constance convened in 1414, they argued that
the Teutonic Order failed to bring about last-
ing conversion of the pagan peoples they sub-
jugated. The Teutonic Order had justified its
territorial acquisitions in Prussia and Livonia
on the grounds that they were necessary to
carry out conversion. This did much to deni-
grate the reputation of the northern order.
“[We want to] be baptized with water and not
with blood,” testified one Samogitian witness.
Indeed, the Poles held that the majority of Prus-
sians remained pagan. In the end, though, the
council did not take any action against the Teu-
tonic Order; however, there was diminished

enthusiasm for the crusaders afterward.

The Teutonic Order did not help itself in
the 15th century by allowing bickering
between northern and southern Germans.
Northern Germans seemed to believe that
they were more worthy than those from the
Rhineland, Bavaria, or Swabia, and this fur-
ther eroded support at a time when every
financial contribution or new recruit counted.
Several years after the defeat at Grunwald,
the Order tried to remake itself by refocusing
its crusading efforts. The knights discussed
crusades against the Russians, Hussites, or the
Ottoman Turks. The Teutonic Knights did
assist King Sigismund of Hungary-Bohemia
against the Bohemian Hussites, but that did
them more harm than good as the Bohemi-
ans became staunch allies of the Poles in the
1430s, raiding deep into Prussia.

The Thirteen Years War of 1454-1466
served as the death knell for the Teutonic
Order. In that conflict, a group of Prussian
cities banded together into a confederation
that allied itself with the Polish crown to
defeat the Teutonic Order.

But before it was over, the Teutonic Knights
enjoyed one last great victory at the Battle of
Konitz in 1454. Besieged at Konitz, the Teu-
tonic heavy cavalry unsuccessfully tried to fight
its way out. The Polish mounted knights then
charged a Teutonic wagon fort outside the city.
The Teutonic infantry manning the fort held
up long enough for the Teutonic garrison to
launch a sortie against the Poles striking them
from behind. Although the Poles fought
valiantly, they suffered heavy casualties.

But lack of funds could not change the
overall situation. As a result of the Second
Peace of Thorn in 1466, the Teutonic Order
became a fief of the Polish Crown.

—William E. Welsh
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weapons

By William F. Floyd, Jr.

Knights, men-at-arms, and

billmen engage in a melee at

the Battle of Bosworth in a

modern painting by Graham

Turner. The troops wield a

variety of pole weapons,

including the poleaxe, hal-

berd, and billhook.

Dismounted knights clad in full suits of armor
took the field during the Wars of the Roses,
forcing dramatic changes in hattlefield weapons.

HE MEN OF BRIDPORT ON THE COAST OF SOUTHWESTERN ENGLAND

kept extra weapons on hand to deal with the raids endemic during the Hundred

Years War that preceded the Wars of the Roses. Just four years after the last great

battle of the Hundred Years’ War was fought at Castillon, a muster was held at

Bridport at the outset of the Wars of the Roses during which the town’s four principal

officials, two constables and two
bailiffs, assessed the equipment of
individuals who presented them-
selves for inspection for wartime
duty. One commoner in particular
stood out from the rest for he had
brought enough to equip himself and
others. Besides two helmets and two
padded jacks, he had three bows and
sheaves, two poleaxes, two glaives,
and two daggers. This man, unlike
many others, would not be subjected
to the requirements others would
have to meet if they were short of the
required equipment. If that were the
case, they would be told to acquire

the additional equipment within a
fortnight or pay a fine.

The three wars that constituted the
Wars of the Roses had periods of
peace that separated them. The name
of the wars derived from the badges
used by the two cadet branches of the
Plantagenet dynasty: the white rose of
York and the red rose of Lancaster.
Supporters of the two branches shed
a large amount of blood in a contest
for control of the English crown.

Both houses laid claim to the
throne as descendants of the sons of
Edward III. The Lancastrians had
been on the throne since 1399 and

may have remained there indefinitely
were it not for the anarchy through-
out the kingdom that began in the
middle of the 15th century. When
Henry V died in 1422, the country
endured the fractious minority of
Henry VI during which England was
managed by the king’s council, a pre-
dominately aristocratic body.

The arrangement was not main-
tained without trouble. The council
soon became a battleground for
those attempting to gain power.
Great magnates with private armies
controlled the English countryside.
Lawlessness became rampant, and

Osprey Publishing / AKG Images
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ABOVE: Longhowmen engage each other in a period image of the Wars of the Roses. Since both the Lancastrians
and the Yorkists had longhowmen, neither side gained a dlear advantage from their use. RIGHT: A flanged

mace delivered greater force than the sword. It would have been highly useful in combat against a knight dad - ;

in plate armor.

the people began to be overtaxed.

When King Henry VI lapsed into insanity
in 1453, Richard Plantagenet, 3rd Duke of
York, was installed as protector of the realm.
When Henry recovered from his illness in
1455, he re-established authority, forcing
York to take up arms for self-protection.
Queen Margaret, who controlled her weak
and mentally unstable husband, subsequently
drove York from the royal court. In response,
York rebelled against Henry VI.

Armed conlflict broke out at St. Albans on
May 22, 1455. The Lancastrians eventually
killed York, who was slain in the Battle of
Wakefield in West Yorkshire on December 30,
1460. His eldest son, Edward, 4th Duke of
York, however, vanquished the Lancastrians at
the Battle of Towton fought March 29, 1461.
After the battle, the victorious duke became
King Edward IV.

The second war lasted from 1469 to 1471
and its events centered on the expulsion from
power of Edward IV by a military coup led by
his former ally Richard, Earl of Warwick. War-
wick was slain in the Battle of Barnet in 1471.
The third war involved Edward’s brother
Richard Plantagenet, who usurped the crown in
the wake of Edward’s death in 1483. That con-
flict ended with the victory of Henry Tudor, the

future Henry VII, over King Richard III
at the Battle of Bosworth in 1485.

The 15th century brought major tac-
tical changes and advances in metal-
lurgy and armor that had a profound
influence on the types of weapons ]
deployed on the battlefields of the E
Wars of the Roses. The vulnerabil- S,
ity of French heavy cavalry to the
English longbow in famous battles R
of the Hundred Years War, such as
Crécy, Poitiers, and Agincourt, proved
that armored cavalry was highly vulnerable to
missile fire by highly skilled bowmen. For their
part, the English knights and men-at-arms had
fought on foot throughout the Hundred Years’
War, and this preference for fighting dis-
mounted continued into the Wars of the Roses.
Indeed, the English proved that the most effec-
tive way to do battle was with dismounted
infantry supported by archers armed with the
devastating longbow. Typically, the wealthy
knights were clad in suits of armor, men-at-
arms were clad partially in armor, and levies
wore leather jerkins or padded jacks.

Another seminal change that differentiated
warfare in the 15th century from the previous
one was the refinement of plate armor. The
renowned armor craftsmen of northern Italy

and Germany had the requisite metallurgical
skills to fashion magnificent suits of armor
from steel. By the time of the Wars of the Roses,
knights and men-at-arms who could afford
these suits went into battle encased from head
to foot in plate armor. Plate armor negated the
need for shields but required offensive weapons
that could punch through or tear the armor of
the wealthier combatants.

The English longbow, which most likely was

an outgrowth of the ordinary wooden bow,

played a substantially less important role in
_ the Wars of the Roses, not only because
B there was no enemy cavalry to decimate,
but also because the use of fluted plate
armor for the most part negated the effect of
arrows. Other forms of protection, such as
leather jerkins or padded jacks, blunted the
effect of the arrows. It was common for the
archers to duel with each other at the outset of
a battle and then fall back to a supporting posi-
tion. Moreover, since both sides had longbow-
men during the Wars of the Roses, neither side
gained a clear advantage from their use.

The longbow consisted of a six-foot bow
usually crafted from a single piece of yew. The
longbow projected arrows up to 820 feet by
elasticity in the form of a spring. As the bow
was drawn, energy was transformed into
kinetic energy as the string was released, thus
transferring energy to the arrow.

A typical longbow archer carried from 60 to
72 arrows at the time of battle. A skilled Eng-
lish longbowmen could fire 10 to 12 arrows a
minute. Archers would place their arrows
either point down in the ground in front of
them or through their belt to grasp them for
firing in battle.

In one noteworthy instance, the use of long-
bows did not cancel each other out in battle.
At the Battle of Towton on March 29, 1461,
Yorkist and Lancastrian archers engaged in an
archery duel at the outset of the battle. Because
the wind was at their backs, the Yorkists won
the contest. Yorkist archers shot approximately
750,000 arrows in less than 10 minutes, result-
ing in the death or wounding of hundreds of
Lancastrian troops. In this way, the Yorkist
archers succeeded admirably in softening the
opposing ranks before foot soldiers on both
sides clashed.

The primary weapon of the period for cav-
alry remained the lance. The word “lance” is a
catchall term for a variety of different pole
weapons based on the spear. The name is
derived from “lancea,” a Roman auxiliaries’
javelin. The lance was designed for mounted
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troops. Medieval guilds manufactured both the
heavy lance and the light lance. They usually
were a solid shaft made of ash, cedar, or poplar.

The heavy lance was 10 to 12 feet in length
and was used more or less as a shock weapon.
Before tactics changed in the 15th century,
the purpose of the heavy lance had been to
enable charging cavalry to break the enemy’s
front line.

A hand guard was added to the heavy lance
in the 14th century. The most effective way to
use a heavy lance was to hold it 30 degrees
away from the centerline of the horse on either
side of the neck. Two versions, one light and
one heavy, were available to the mounted man-
at-arms.

The light lance ranged from six to 10 feet in
length and had a narrower diameter than the
heavy lance. Unlike the heavy lance, the light
lance was designed to be either thrown like a
javelin or stabbed like a spear using an over-
handed thrust.

Dismounted men-at-arms during the 3
Wars of the Roses used powerful .
staff weapons such as the
poleaxe and
mace for bat-
tering their ar-

ABOVE: German peasants fight with a wide variety of staff weapons derived from agricultural tools. In England, the

most ubiquitous of these was the billhook, which had a hooked metal blade that was sharpened on the inner curve.

LEFT: A soldier fires a so-called hand-gonne consisting of a short tube mounted on a stick. He ignited the gunpow-
der through a touchhole using a hot coal or piece of slow match.

mored opponents during
dismounted combat. They also
employed thrusting and stabbing
weapons such as the sword and ron-
del. Local levies primarily used the bill-
hook.

The billhook was a variation of a
common agricultural tool used for cut-
ting woody material. It consisted of a

hooked metal blade which was sharpened (I

on the inner curve and mounted on a
wooden shaft. The six-foot-long English ver-
sion of the billhook was a combination of a
broad, curved knife and an axe. The length
of the blade range from eight to 10
inches, and the staff ranged from six to
eight inches.

The “bill,” as it was sometimes called, was
a versatile close contact weapon that gave the
foot soldier the ability to reach and engage a
cavalryman. Using the hook, a foot soldier
could hook a cavalryman and pull him to the
ground. A blow from a billhook blade could
inflict serious injury even to a knight protected
by armor.

The poleaxe was a brutal assault weapon
that was used with regularity on the 15th cen-
tury battlefield, rather than sporadically as it
had been used in the previous century. The
poleaxe provided a way to offset the advan-
tages afforded by fluted plate armor. Requiring

strength and two hands to wield in
battle, poleaxes were swung in a cleav-
ing motion like the battle axes
used by Normans and Vikings
in previous centuries.

A poleaxe consisted of a wooden staff
up to six feet in length topped with a
heavy, razor-sharp curved blade on one
side, a claw-like point on the other,

and a sharp spike at the top. Alter-
nate versions had a hammer on the

front end and a sharp hook on
the back end. The poleaxe was
intended to deliver a bone-crush-
ing blow and also to cut through
plate armor, depending on which fea-
ture of the weapon was used.
Whether a knight or man-at-arms used a
poleaxe against an armored or unarmored
opponent, the result could be lethal. The thick
blade was capable of severing limbs and the
sharp point that capped the poleaxe was useful
for puncturing armor.

A mace was a weapon with a heavy head that
might also have flanged or knobbed additions
on the end of the handle. The mace generated
far greater force than a sword when swung.
The weapon could be mounted on either a long
shaft measuring up to five feet or on a short
shaft measuring one foot in length. The mace
was an armor-fighting weapon designed for

close combat that could be used by a man-at-
arms fighting on foot or on horseback.

A major advantage of the mace was that it
was cheap and easy to make, which made it
more numerous on the battlefield. Its primary
use was for bludgeoning an opponent, and it
was particularly effective against an enemy
wearing plate armor. The flanged mace in par-
ticular was designed to penetrate armor.

The flail, which is sometimes referred to as
a mace and chain or a ball and chain, was
similar to the mace. It featured a chain or
strap so it could be swung with great force.
In previous centuries when soldiers used
shields, a soldier who was skilled with a flail
could wrap the chain around an enemy’s
shield and pull it away.

Another staff weapon used during the Wars
of the Roses was the halberd. Halberds sported
a spiked axe head on a staff of similar length to
the billhook. The foot soldier wielding a hal-
berd swung at his opponent as he would a two-
handed axe. Yet another staff weapon was the
glaive, which featured a slender axe-like blade
attached to a six-foot pole. Some versions of
the glaive had a small hook on the reverse side
used to unhorse cavalrymen.

For close-quarter combat, the 15th-century
man-at-arms carried a sword designed either
for cutting or thrusting. Many sword designs
of this period originated from those developed
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during the Viking and migration periods dating
back to the type of iron swords wielded by pre-
historic Celts. Length was the most critical fac-
tor in how a sword would be used in combat.
Single-handed swords were usually 212 feet
long, and double-handed swords were usually
31 feet long. Men-at-arms usually wore their
sword in a scabbard on one side and a rondel
dagger on the other side.

In some cases, a knight would be considered
“undressed” without his sword even when not
in armor. Swords normally weighed only two
or three pounds. A sword that was too heavy
could not move fast enough to precisely strike
a moving opponent and would not be control-
lable once it began to swing. During their man-
ufacture, swords were carefully balanced,
according to the purpose for which they were
designed. Swords intended for thrusting had
long, narrow blades and long hilts.

The rondel dagger takes its name from the
cylindrical hand guard and disc-shaped pom-
mel and cross-guard that were equal in size.
The weapon was introduced at the turn of the
14th century, and its forerunner was the
knightly dagger of the two previous centuries.
The rondel dagger might be, for example, 25
inches long with a 10-inch handle and a 15-
inch blade. Rondel dagger handles usually

were made of wood plated with metal or of
metal, although wood, horn, and bone mod-
els existed, too.

Rondel daggers were not meant for slashing.
They featured a slender, triangular blade made
of steel with a tapering point. The rondel dag-
ger allowed the user to deliver a fatal wound to
an incapacitated or pinned knight. To finish off
an adversary with a fatal puncture wound, the
rondel dagger was thrust through a seam or
joint in a suit of armor or even through the eye
slit in a helmet.

Hand-held firearms were introduced in the
15th century, although they were crude and
inaccurate and for the most part ineffective.
These “hand-gonnes” consisted of a short tube
mounted on a stick.

The gunpowder was ignited with a hot coal
or a piece of slow match. Typically, a two-man
team operated a 15th-century handgun. One
man aimed the weapon and the other applied
the ignition. Hand-held firearms were not
refined until the following century.

Even though the Wars of the Roses lasted for
three decades, pitched battles were infrequent.
When fighting did take place, however, it was
extremely brutal. For example, it is estimated
that the combined casualties of approximately
28,000 from the Battle of Towton constituted

one percent of the total population of England
at the time.

The Wars of the Roses are remembered for
the large number of high-born males who were
killed in battle or later executed. With the
exception of crude gunpowder weapons and
the longbow, combat was conducted at close
quarters. In order to kill or wound an oppo-
nent with one of the hand-held weapons of the
day, an attacker had to be as close as two to
three feet to inflict a lethal blow. Unless a fighter
was wearing heavy armor, one blow or stab
from a poleaxe or sword could prove fatal or
at the very least disable an enemy fighter.

The number of participants involved in any
given battle during the Wars of the Roses is dif-
ficult to determine, and casualties are even
harder to ascertain. Battles tended to be blood-
ier just by the violent nature of the combat.
Defeated armies rarely retreated in any orga-
nized manner, making retreating troops an easy
target for enemy cavalry.

The Wars of the Roses marked the beginning
of the end for medieval warfare. Great changes
were afoot, particularly in regard to gunpow-
der. The introduction of effective cannons made
stone castles obsolete. Likewise, the introduc-
tion of hand-held firearms eventually made
edged weapons obsolete. [
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By Jobhn Walker

Geronimo was a ruthless Apache warrior
whose methods bhedeviled the U.S. cavalry
and frustrated many of his people.

N MARCH 5, 1851, A GROUP OF MEXICAN SOLDIERS FROM
Sonora plundered a lightly guarded Apache camp outside the village of Janos
in the northern Mexican state of Chihuahua 75 miles south of the U.S.-Mex-
ican border. Janos was a well-known location at which the Mexican locals

traded with the Apaches. In the process, the Mexicans slaughtered 21 Apache women and

Geronimo and his followers

are shown escaping from the

San Carlos Reservation in a

modern painting by William

Ahrendkt. INSET: Geronimo in

1887 after his surrender.

Painting © William Ahrendt, www.williamahrendt.com; Courtesy Booth Western Art Museum

children at the camp.

The next morning, a Chiricahua
Apache named Goyahkla, meaning
“one who yawns,” returned to the
camp and found the corpses of his
aged mother, wife, and three children,
all scalped and lying in pools of
blood. From that moment forward,
vengeance against Mexicans, inno-
cent or guilty, became Goyahkla’s dri-
ving passion. He participated in
countless raids in northern Mexico
for more than three decades after-
ward. The more familiar English
name by which Goyahkla became
known, Geronimo, is believed to be

based on the Mexicans’ appeal to
Saint Jerome for succor. In their terror,
the Mexicans cried out, “Jeronimo!”

Geronimo was a skilled and bat-
tle-hardened fighter who possessed
superb knowledge of the terrain both
in northwestern Mexico and the
southern portion of the New Mex-
ico Territory to the north. Geron-
imo’s unyielding pursuit of armed
resistance in the face of overwhelm-
ing odds confounded not only his
Mexican and American adversaries,
but also many of his fellow Apaches.

To his supporters, Geronimo was
the embodiment of proud resistance

and the defender of the old Chiric-
ahua way of life, while to many
whites he was the perpetrator of
unspeakable, savage cruelties. Geron-
imo thought nothing of torturing
Mexican soldiers to death and com-
mitted atrocities against noncombat-
ants on both sides of the border.

Beginning in the 1870s, when the
Apaches were forcibly relocated to
reservations far from their tribal
homelands, many Apaches con-
cluded that the white man’s path was
their only viable road to peace and
survival. For that reason, they
regarded Geronimo as a stubborn
troublemaker who had become
unhinged by his seemingly unquench-
able thirst for revenge. They firmly
believed that his actions would bring
down the enemy’s wrath on his own
people.

Geronimo was born into the
Bedonkohe band of the Chiricahua
Apache in 1829 near the headwaters
of the Gila River in Mexico. His
father was Taklishim, “the gray
one,” and his mother was Juana.
The Bedonkohe band, along with the
Chokohen, Nedhni, and Chihenne,
constituted the four bands of the
Chiricahua.

There was no Apache nation, but
several tribes scattered across the
southwest region of the modern-day
United States. The Apaches are
believed to have settled in the south-
ern and southwestern parts of mod-
ern-day Arizona and New Mexico,

\S]
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ities between the Chiricahua Apaches and the U.S. Army.

respectively, and the northwestern region of
Mexico arounf 1,500 BC after migrating south-
ward along the face of the Rocky Mountains,
following the great buffalo herds. The Spanish
called this area Apacheria.

The Apaches were confronted by the fierce
and more numerous Comanches, an aggres-
sive tribe that was expanding into the western
Great Plains. The Comanches forced the
Apache further westward into the mountain
ranges west of the plains.

When Francisco Vasquez de Coronado
encountered them in northern New Spain in
1541, he described the Apache as “proud,
fierce, and independent, but gentle if left
alone.” Their mobility and knowledge of the
terrain was unrivalled and became the key to
their survival. The Apaches adapted and
thrived in the harsh terrain in which they lived.
The Apaches moved to the lower valleys to
hunt during the winter. Although they were
nomads, they grew beans, corn, and melons on
small tracts.

Even though he was a grandson of the
revered Bedonkohe chief Mahco, Geronimo’s
bloodline did not secure him a position as a
chief. Like other youths of his band, his entire
boyhood was a long and arduous apprentice-
ship. He learned hunting, horsemanship, and
warfare skills from experienced warriors.
Although Geronimo was not a hereditary chief,
his reputation grew to great heights among
Chiricahua because of his skill and the bravery
he exhibited in countless actions against the
Mexicans and Americans. The Apaches even-
tually came to regard him as a shaman.

After the U.S.-Mexican War ended in 1848,

Geronimo (far right) and some of his relatives in 1886. White settlement and mining on their native lands sparked hostil-

the subsequent influx of Anglo-American min-
ers, ranchers, settlers, and soldiers into
Apacheria disrupted Chiricahuan ways of life
that had been in place for almost three centuries
and made conflict inevitable. Geronimo bitterly
rejected the notion that Mexico had the right to
cede his people’s homelands to the victorious
Americans.

The Gadsden Purchase of 1854 had a direct
influence on Apache life. Through the treaty,
the United States paid Mexico $10 million for
approximately 30,000 square miles of Mexico
south of the Gila River. The treaty furnished
the land needed for the southern transconti-
nental railroad. The affected area lay in the
heart of Apacheria.

The two greatest Chiricahua chiefs, Mangas
Coloradas of the Mimbreno band of the Cen-
tral Apaches and Cochise of the Chokohen
band of the Chiricahua, initially held no ani-
mosity toward the American newcomers. They
actually preferred the Americans to the Mexi-
cans. Mangas Coloradas informed American
scout Kit Carson in 1846 that he was willing to
join the Americans in the war against their
common enemy, which was the Republic of
Mexico. In later years, the two prominent
chiefs would attempt to reach accommodations
with the Americans that would put an end to
hostilities between their two peoples and allow
the Apaches to continue raiding into northern
Mexico with impunity.

Initially, the Apache refrained from raiding
American property. The Apaches had attacked
the town of Tubac, Arizona, throughout the
early 1840s when it was held by the Sonoran
Mexicans, but when an American exploring

and mining company was established at Tubac
the following decade, the Apaches left it alone.
Apache raiders also left unmolested the Amer-
icans residing at Fort Buchanan near Tucson.
The post, which was a collection of adobe
houses without an enclosed stockade, was
abandoned in 1861 when U.S. forces stationed
there fell back to New Mexico.

The Apache chiefs and their warriors “were
men of noticeable brain power, physically per-
fect and mentally acute—just the individuals to
lead a forlorn hope in the face of every obsta-
cle,” wrote Lieutenant John Bourke, a U.S.
Army cavalry officer.

The Bascom Affair, an incident in 1861
between the Apaches and a U.S. force under
Lieutenant George Nicholas Bascom, destroyed
the tenuous standoff that had developed
between the whites and Chiricahuas. The inci-
dent, in which an inexperienced junior officer
was given the authority to act in any way he
saw fit, was the spark that ignited 35 years of
raids and reprisals between the Americans and
Chiricahuas in what became known as the
Apache Wars.

After Cochise of the Chokohen band was
falsely accused of being involved in the theft of
a rancher’s livestock and the kidnapping of his
mixed-blood stepson, Bascom arrested Cochise
and several of his family members. Cochise
escaped, but his family members did not.
Cochise joined forces with Geronimo, Mangas
Coloradas, and various members of the White
Mountain and Chihenne Apaches in raiding the
Butterfield Stage Line and other targets.

Bascom retaliated by executing six Apache
men, including Cochise’s brother, which drove
Cochise to seek revenge. After this trouble, all
the Indians agreed not to be friendly with the
white men anymore..

In January 1863, Brig Gen. Joseph West,
commander of the Department of New Mex-
ico’s southern region, invited Mangas Col-
oradas to peace negotiations at Pinos Altos.
When the chief arrived, the soldiers killed him
and mutilated his body. The act was “the great-
est of wrongs,” said Geronimo.

The Apache raids continued unabated.
Geronimo often rode on the raids with Juh, his
longtime friend, ally, and cousin by marriage.
When Geronimo and Juh needed sanctuary,
they crossed into northern Mexico and camped
in the Sierra Madre Mountains.

The Apaches were able to obtain rifles by
ambushing soldiers, miners, or ranchers or
through illicit trading with Americans. They
also picked up rifles and ammunition after skir-
mishes and battles. The Apaches occasionally
were able to capture U.S. Army pack mules
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TOP: U.S. Army General George Crook and Geronimo meet
in Mexico’s Sierra Madre Mountains. Having escaped
three times from the reservation, Geronimo in 1886 was
sent as a prisoner of war to Florida. RIGHT: Geronimo and
his war band after a raid in northern Mexico. Tracking
Geronimo was an exhausting experience and required the
pursuers to accustom themselves to the Apaches' way of
warfare.

laden with reserve ammunition packs intended
for U.S. cavalry detachments operating in
Apacheria. Geronimo was a superb marksman,
and he is known to have preferred the Spring-
field 1873 “Trapdoor” rifle and the Winches-
ter 1876 rifle.

A key incident occurred in April 1871 at
Camp Grant north of Tucson when Aravaipa
Apache Chief Eskiminzin’s warriors arrived
and surrendered their weapons. A vigilante
force of fearful Tucson residents, believing
raiders were present, attacked the camp and
killed more than 150 noncombatants, most of
whom were women and children. U.S. Presi-
dent Ulysses S. Grant was so enraged that he
sent a peace delegation to the Arizona Terri-
tory, after which a reservation system was
established for the Apache with four agencies in
Arizona and one in New Mexico.

By the 1870s, American occupation of their
territory had forced the Chiricahua to accept
the hard lesson that some degree of accommo-
dation with the newcomers was necessary for
their survival. Hoping their children might
enjoy the benefits of peace while retaining their
traditional ways of life, the Chiricahuas agreed
to settle on two reservations located in their
tribal homelands.

After 12 years of hostilities, Cochise signed
a peace treaty in October 1872 with Brig.
Gen. Oliver O. Howard that established the
short-lived “Chiricahua,” or “Apache Pass”

reservation. The reservation included Sulphur
Springs Valley, the Dragoon Mountains, and
the San Pedro Valley of the southeastern Ari-
zona Territory. Seven hundred Chokonen,
Nehnhi, and Bedokohe settled on the Chiric-
ahua reservation, while another 544 Chiric-
ahuas settled at the Tularosa reservation in the

New Mexico Territory.

The population of the four Chiricahua
bands, which had steadily declined between
1850 and 1870 from a high of between 2,000
and 2,500, had dwindled by that time to 1,244
men, women, and children. In the immediate
aftermath of the establishment of the reserva-
tions, the Chiricahuas hunted and gathered
peacefully off the reservation as specified in the
1872 peace treaty.

The U.S. government adhered to Howard’s
peace treaty for only four years. In 1876, the
U.S. government reneged on its agreements and
announced that all Chiricahuas would be relo-
cated to the San Carlos Apache Indian Reser-

vation. Unlike the Chiricahua reservation, the
San Carlos reservation consisted of barren land
where the Apache were confined under
deplorable living conditions. Apache and
whites alike called it “Hell’s Forty Acres.”

This action, which opened Chiricahua home-
lands to white settlement and mining, sparked
a new round of hostilities. “It was an outra-
geous proceeding, one for which I would still
have blushed if I hadn’t got over blushing for
anything the U.S. government did in Indian
matters,” said U.S. Army Lieutenant John
Bourke of the forced removal to the San Car-
los reservation in 1876.

Anxious for peace at almost any cost, about
a third of the Chiricahuas agreed to move to
the San Carlos reservation under military
escort. The other two thirds, who preferred the
uncertain life in the Sierra Madre Mountains
of northern Mexico to that on the reservation,
resumed their raiding ways. Geronimo led
approximately 400 Chiricahuas into Mexico.
The U.S. government branded them hostiles.
“His only redeeming traits were courage and
determination,” U.S. Cavalry Lieutenant Brit-
ton Davis said of Geronimo. “His word, no
matter how earnestly pledged, was worthless.”

After John Philip Clum, the Indian Agent
for the San Carlos Apache Indian reservation,
captured Geronimo and a group of his fol-
lowers through deceit in 1877, Geronimo was
taken in chains to the San Carlos reservation
for the first time.

Geronimo and other Chiricahuas did not get
along well with Apaches of other tribes. After he
was released months later, Geronimo and Chief
Victorio of the Warm Springs band of the Tchi-
hendehs, who led the Warm Springs subgroup
of the Chihenne band, became the two foremost
warriors leading Indian resistance to reservation
life. Victorio led his followers in a war lasting
from 1877 until 1879. Geronimo’s final resis-
tance took place from 1881 until 1886.

In October 1880, Victorio was slain by Mex-
ican troops, and Geronimo offered to lead a
war party back to San Carlos to free his Warm
Springs followers there, which by then were led
by Loco, a chief of the Mibreno band. His moti-
vation was to free as many warriors as possible,
which would give him more manpower to kill
Mexicans; the women and children were just a
corollary. When some of Loco’s people hesi-
tated to flee, Geronimo raised his rifle and pro-
claimed, “Take them all. No one is to be left in
the camp. Shoot down anyone who refuses to
go with us.”

Loco despised Geronimo, and he blamed him
for the subsequent sufferings of his people.

Continued on page 65
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By Phil Zimmer

The USS Shaw explodes after

a direct hit by a Japanese

bomber. Japanese spies fur-

nished regular and compre-

hensive updates on deploy

ments fo the U.S. naval base

at Pearl Harbor, as well as

information on key ship

arrivals and departures.
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intelligence

The surprise attack on Pearl Harbhor on
December 7, 1941, henefited from the
firsthand observation of spies on Oahu.

OU ARE PROBABLY THE NEAREST TO WAR THAT YOU’LL EVER BE

without actually being in it,” said Commander Harold M. “Beauty” Martin as

he addressed his men on the morning of December 6, 1941, at Kaneohe Naval

Air Station on Mokapu Peninsula, located less than 15 miles east-northeast of

Pearl Harbor. “Keep your eyes and ears open and be on the alert to every moment,” said the

well-respected commander.

One fellow who was keeping his
eyes wide open that day was Japan-
ese spy Takeo Yoshikawa. He closely
observed the Pacific Fleet at anchor
in Pearl Harbor on the south side of
Oahu late in the afternoon from van-
tage points at Aiea Heights and the
Pearl City Landing. Later the same
day he sent a coded report to Tokyo
noting that the U.S. Army had
ordered equipment for barrage
defense balloons, but none was yet
on scene, and he opined that torpedo
nets probably were not in place to

protect the battleships at anchor in
Pearl Harbor. “I imagine that there is
considerable opportunity left ... for a
surprise attack,” he added, as the
clock continued ticking.
Meanwhile, Commander Martin’s
somber, cautionary message earlier
in the day was being widely debated
by the American sailors, a number of
whom belittled the racial and intel-
lectual capabilities of the Japanese,
especially their ability to handle fast-
moving aircraft. Some even argued
that any aggressive Japanese actions
against the United States would be

quashed within two weeks.

But within 24 hours those men and
their American compatriots at Pearl
Harbor would be in the fight of their
lives against two waves of incoming
Japanese bombers and fighters.
Within 90 minutes of the first attack
early on December 7, the Japanese
had sunk four battleships and dam-
aged another four of the large ships,
three cruisers, and three destroyers
and consigned nearly 200 American
aircraft to the scrapyard. Worse yet,
more than 2,400 Americans were
killed and more than 1,175 wounded
in the surprise attack.

Those at the Kaneohe Naval Air
Station were among the first to face
the enemy onslaught that Sunday
morning. The nimble Mitsubishi
A6M Zeros came in at 7:48 AM,
strafing a small utility plane and fan-
ning out over the station and firing
promiscuously. The officer on duty
called nearby Bellows Field request-
ing help, but his message was treated
as a joke. Kaneohe contractor Sam
Aweau called both Bellows and
Hickam airfields, but his warnings
also were met with disbelief.

Commander Martin, for his part,
was gulping a cup of coffee in his
quarters and preparing hot chocolate
for his 13-year-old son when the
youth reported seeing the Japanese
planes maneuvering above. Once
Martin spotted the Rising Sun
emblem for himself, he quickly
tossed his uniform on over his blue
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silk pajamas and dashed for the car. Screech-
ing through the still-quiet residential neighbor-
hood at upward of 50 miles per hour, Martin
managed to park near his command post and
run toward it amid a hail of bullets.

The first parked plane was already in flames
when Martin arrived at Kaneohe, and soon the
Japanese bombers joined the fray. He was
proud of how his men responded, many of
whom were newcomers to the service. “There
was no panic,” he said. “Everyone went right
to work battling back and doing his job.”

Unfortunately, Kaneohe had no antiaircraft
guns. Sailors and marines fired their pistols and
rifles at the low-flying aircraft without success.
Once the first wave of attackers disappeared,
the men dashed to the hangars and planes. The
ordnance staffers began issuing rifles and
machine guns and disbursing ammunition from
locked storage areas.

Aviation Chief Ordnanceman John W. Finn
positioned both a .30-caliber and a .50-caliber
machine gun on the parking ramp for the Con-
solidated PBY Catalinas (PBY) and began duel-
ing with the Japanese Zeros as they strafed
Kaneohe. Finn moved back and forth between
the two weapons, but he spent most of his time
at the .50 caliber. As he fired, he was assisted
by sailors who replenished his ammunition.
Finn’s steady firing damaged several Zeros. No
one knows for sure whether it was Finn or
someone else, perhaps an ordnanceman named
Sands, who fired the rounds that struck flight
leader Lieutenant Fusata lida’s aircraft.

The nine Zeros led by lida were beginning to
reassemble to head back to the carrier fleet
when Tida motioned to his wingman that he
had sustained damage to his fuel tanks and
would not be able to make the return flight. He
therefore decided to make a kamikaze run on
Kaneohe’s armory. As he lined up and flew
toward the armory, more ground fire struck his
aircraft. The plane missed the armory and
crashed into the ground.

By the time the fighting was finished at
Kaneohe, the Japanese had destroyed or dam-
aged 33 PBYs, killed 19 servicemen, and caused
major damage to the installation. Despite the
great risk they took, the Japanese suffered few
losses in the audacious attack against the home
of the U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Much of the credit goes to spies like
Yoshikawa, a youngish looking naval reserve
ensign who had only arrived in Hawaii nine
months earlier. He was employed as a cover by
the Japanese foreign ministry using an alias
while actually working for the Imperial Japan-
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ese Navy. He had been providing continuous
and rather thorough updates on U.S. Navy
deployments, arrivals and departures from
Pearl Harbor, centerpiece of U.S. naval opera-
tions in the Pacific. Yoshikawa was scrupu-
lously careful, carrying no camera, maps, or
documents with him and never jotting down
notes on what he observed on his outings
around Hawaii.

In many ways, Yoshikawa was the perfect
man for the mission. He had a solid naval back-
ground, having graduated in 1933 from the
Japanese Naval College as well as from tor-
pedo, gunnery, and aviation programs in the
Imperial Japanese Navy. He also had served as
a code officer aboard a cruiser. He then had
worked three years in Tokyo with the Imperial
Japanese Navy’s British affairs section before
expressing an interest in working abroad as an
agent. That led to his assignment in Hawaii
working for Japan’s foreign ministry as a cover.

Yoshikawa did not have diplomatic immu-
nity, and he was not officially linked to the
Imperial Japanese Navy when he arrived in
Hawaii. Otherwise, he would have been known
to the American counterintelligence officials
nearly immediately. Only Nagao Kita, the new
consul in Hawaii, and Vice Consul Okuda,
who had done some prior spying in Hawaii,
were aware of Yoshikawa’s true role in provid-
ing Japan with updates on the U.S. Navy.

American security had tightened before
Yoshikawa’s arrival, in part due to deteriorat-
ing relations between the two countries. The
deteriorating relations were a result of Japan’s
continued aggression in China and concerns
about future potential moves against such
Western interests as Hong Kong, Singapore,
Malaysia, and the oil-rich Dutch East Indies.

Two Japanese spying incidents on the Ameri-
can mainland in the 1930s had put the United
States on alert. One involved former Navy Yeo-
man First Class Harry T. Thompson who had
been discharged from service for problems relat-
ing to alcohol, overspending, and “an appetite
for attractive young men,” according to one
source. His services were retained by the Japan-
ese, and he used a chief yeoman’s dress uniform,
purchased at a tailor shop near a base, to gain
entry to American bases and ships, thanks to his
uniform, lax security, and fast talking. He man-
aged to obtain gunnery manuals and reports on
the 8-inch guns carried by the USS Pensacola,
the first of a new class of cruisers capable of 32
knots and costing Japan its previous technical
advantages in the cruiser category.

Toward the end of 1934 Thompson was able
to board a number of ships stateside where he
obtained important quarterly schedules of

~ : . -
TOP: Japanese spy Takeo Yoshikawa was the main spy on
Oahu (left) and U.S. Commander Harold M. Martin over-
saw Naval Air Station Kaneohe Bay where PBY-type
patrol aircraft were maintained. BOTTOM: A fallen sailor
on the beach at Kaneohe Bay. The Japanese inflicted major
damage on the naval air station, killing 19 men and dam-

employment for battleships and cruisers, as well
as information on main batteries, torpedoes,
and related intelligence. He boarded the USS
Mississippi in December and managed to
abscond with a 230-page U.S. Navy gunnery
school publication from a confidential file. He
reboarded the ship the next month and pur-
loined reports on the main gun batteries and
torpedoes.

His former live-in boyfriend exposed
Thompson’s homosexuality to Navy officials.
Officials followed Thompson for a while, gath-
ered additional evidence, and questioned him
about his suspicious activities. At that point,
Thompson confessed to working as a spy for
the Japanese. When efforts by the Office of
Naval Intelligence to have Thompson cooper-
ate as a counterspy failed, he fled using funds
supplied by the Japanese. He was apprehended
and in mid-1936 was found guilty of espionage
and sentenced to 15 years in federal prison.

Even more troublesome for U.S. officials and
perhaps the American public was the case
involving John S. Farnsworth, a 1915 gradu-
ate of the U.S. Naval Academy who had been
selected for postgraduate work at Annapolis as
well as postgraduate work in aeronautical engi-

neering at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology. He had commanded Marine Observa-
tion Squadron Six, Aircraft Squadrons’ Scout-
ing Fleet, before being relieved of command in
1927 and court-martialed. He was cited for
drinking, gambling, and borrowing money
from an enlisted man and refusing to pay it
back as well as submitting falsified affidavits
regarding the matter.

That resulted in a six-year downward spiral
of drinking that led to his spying for the Japan-
ese using an American-owned business as cover.
His efforts to obtain classified aeronautical
information caused suspicion among the tight-
knit community of Naval Academy graduates
who ran the U.S. Navy in the prewar years,
especially because of his earlier court-martial.
The head of naval intelligence got wind of
Farnsworth’s snooping efforts and sent a cau-
tionary bulletin out, effectively cutting him off
from information that would prove useful to
Japanese intelligence.

Farnsworth’s drinking increased substan-
tially, and he became more desperate as his
money problems escalated to the point where
he appeared at his former business partner’s
Washington office in an effort to get a place to
sleep. In mid-1936 he contacted a Hearst-
owned news service with a scheme to sell his
tell-all story for $20,000 while he was also
working his Japanese contacts to obtain
another $50,000 for past and future services.

Both the Office of Naval Intelligence and the
FBI were on his tail by then and he was picked
up on July 13. He signed a confession admitting
to some of his espionage and was found guilty
and sentenced to four to 12 years in federal
prison. His Japanese contacts were conve-
niently out of the country, having been trans-
ferred home.

Despite increased American security mea-
sures, the Japanese continued efforts to obtain
information both on the American defense
industry and bases in the continental United
States and Hawaii. It was probably because of
the Japanese military’s experiences with
Farnsworth and Thompson that they began to
rely more heavily on homegrown spies like
Yoshikawa.

Yoshikawa, for his part, was exceptionally
security conscious. In sallying forth from the con-
sulate, he dressed casually and conscientiously
refrained, for the most part, while associating
with Japanese Americans, with the exception of
his two trusted drivers. They drove him around
Oahu in their personal vehicles rather than in
consulate cars to avoid unwanted attention.

The drivers, especially Richard M. Kotoshi-
rodo, who had been born in Hawaii and who
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Sailors rush to save a burning PBY at Naval Air Station Kaneohe Bay. Construction work at the facility caught
Yoshikawa's attention, and he went to great effort to reconnoiter the facility for the Imperial Japanese Navy.

had received his early education in Japan,
proved exceptionally reliable. Kotoshirodo was
coached by Yoshikawa so he was able to cor-
rectly identify ships by their silhouettes and
conduct surveillances by himself. This effec-
tively added another set of skilled and trust-
worthy eyes to his spying effort.

One of their favorite haunts became the Pan
American Clipper Landing at Pearl City near the
moorings for the U.S. carriers. Yoshikawa also
liked to visit Eto’s Soda Stand adjacent to the
Pearl City Landing, a popular transit point for
Ford Island and ships’ personnel going or return-
ing from leave. He and his drivers arrived at the
landing dressed as workmen and blended with
the workers to pick up tidbits of useful infor-
mation and observe work in the East Lock where
the aircraft carriers were provisioned and fueled.
They also counted the number of vegetable
trucks at the landing to determine the projected
upcoming timing of departures for maneuvers
and the length of time planned at sea.

They also went to Aiea Heights, located just
north of the harbor, for a panoramic view of
the area. From this vantage point, they were
able to monitor all of the U.S. naval and aircraft
assets in Pear] Harbor.

Yoshikawa often took in the view from the
Shuncho Ro Japanese Teahouse on the heights
that conveniently had a second-floor telescope
for viewing the harbor. And the teahouse was
owned by a friendly Japanese woman born in
the same region as the intrepid spy. Yoshikawa
also befriended a waitress there who he often
brought along to provide cover while on espi-
onage trips around the island.

He even took a sightseeing flight in the early
fall over Oahu, bringing a geisha along as cover.
While the flight was not permitted over Pearl
Harbor, he was able to tally the airplanes and

hangars at Wheeler and Hickam airfields, and
see the battleship anchorages. He was also able
to calculate air turbulences and currents along
the route, which was crucial information for
the Japanese pilots who would participate in
the attack.

He found that Hickam Field, located just
southeast of Ford Island, was difficult to
observe from afar. He solved that by attending
an August 6 open house to observe the Curtiss
P-40 Warhawks on the ground and in the air.
He took note of the hangars and the length and
width of the multiple runways at Hickam Field.

Commander Martin’s air station at Kaneohe
also drew Yoshikawa’s attention with its PBY
reconnaissance aircraft and recent construction
work there. He took a number of commercial
tourist boat trips around Kaneohe and used a
nearby elevated roadway for an additional view
of the base.

Yoshikawa’s increasing and detailed reports
proved exceptionally useful to his employers in
Japan, who had also developed a stay-behind
agent in Hawaii named Bernard Otto Kuehn. A
German national who arrived in Hawaii in
1935, Kuehn was already employed as a spy
for Nazi Germany. Although initially believed
too nervous for the assignment, the Japanese
did bring him on board in the late 1930s, pro-
viding him with a small radio transmitter with
a range of 100 miles. He was to use it to relay
messages on ship movements and construction
to Japanese submarines which, in turn, would
relay them to Tokyo.

It was vital that he remain well below the
radar of American intelligence officials, but his
spending habits, lack of employment, and care-
less pro-Nazi comments had brought him to
the attention of the Office of Naval Intelligence.

Continued on page 66

“Nermore

games and
several apps
for Android
and iPad
* Civil War
* Napoleonics
* Naval Warfare
* Early American
* Modern Warfare
* Air Warfare
* World War I and 11

Search “John Tiller”
for Free and Paid apps
for Android, Kindle
Tablet and iPad

March 2017 MILITARY HERITAGE



~
S

MILITARY HERITAGE March

20




American tanks and
artillery wreaked havoc
on newly created German
panzer formations during
the Battle of Arracourt in

September 1944.

All photos: National Archives

couts for the U.S. Third Army on foot and in armored vehicles cautiously approached the

town of Luneville on the east side of the Moselle River in the rolling hills of northeastern

France on September 15, 1944. As the lead M8 armored car of C Troop, 42nd Cavalry

Squadron reached the outskirts of the fog-shrouded town, a shell fired from a German

88mm gun slammed into it. The startled Americans quickly fled the area. Although no one
knew it at the time, the shot heralded the beginning of the Battle of Arracourt, an 11-day armored
fight between U.S. Lt. Gen. George S. Patton’s Third Army and German General of Panzer Troops
Hasso von Manteuffel’s Fifth Panzer Army.

Over the next four days, the 4th Armored Division of Maj. Gen. Manton Eddy’s XII Corps
fought against Generalleutnant Eberhard Rodt’s 15th Panzergrenadier Division for control of
Luneville. On September 16, the Americans vigorously attacked the town from the south, fiercely
opposed by panzergrenadiers who had been reinforced a day earlier by six tanks and an equal
number of antitank guns. The Germans were forced from the town, and the Americans formed
a defensive cordon around the city.

On September 17, the Germans made a concerted effort to reclaim Luneville. Their efforts were
thwarted by the cavalry troops and tanks and armored infantry from Combat Command R, U.S.
4th Armored Division. The fight for the town heated up on September 18 as two battle groups
from Colonel Heinrich von Bronsart-Schellendorf’s 111th Panzer Brigade, supported by units
from Generalleutnant Edgar Feuchtinger’s 21st Panzer Division, attacked Luneville from the
southeast. At the same time, Colonel Erich von Seckendorf’s 113th Panzer Brigade struck the

Americans from the northeast. By 12 pM, reinforcements from Combat Com-

mand A, 4th Armored Division in the form of Task Force Hunter, which com-

prised a company of tanks, infantry, and tank destroyers, arrived and drove the
Germans from Luneville and the surrounding area. However, fighting for the town continued on
September 19 when the 15th Panzergrenadier Division returned to cover the withdrawal of Ger-
man forces from the town.

In the struggle for control of Luneville, 1,070 Germans were either killed or captured and 13
armored fighting vehicles were destroyed. American losses amounted to several hundred Gls dead
and wounded, and the loss of approximately 10 armored fighting vehicles. With Luneville secured,
Patton’s Third Army planned to use the entire 4th Armored Division as its spearhead in a rapid
advance toward the German frontier.

At U.S. Third Army headquarters, the American reaction to the German attack at Luneville in
mid-September was one of little concern. The enemy effort was so weak and disjointed that the
Americans believed it was merely a poorly coordinated local counterattack. Although Third Army
intelligence knew of the presence of the 111th Panzer Brigade in the area, it did not know of the
113th Panzer Brigade’s whereabouts, nor did it have any hard evidence that a large enemy armored
attack was planned for the immediate future.

Activated in April 1941, the 4th Armored deployed to France in July 1944 and was com-
manded by Maj. Gen. John S. Wood. The division’s main fighting units were three brigade-sized
formations known as Combat Command A, B, and R (which stood for reserve). Each was orga-
nized around a single tank battalion composed of 53 Sherman M4 medium tanks and 17 Stu-
art M5SA1 light tanks, an armored infantry battalion of three companies totaling 1,000 men
transported on M2 and M3 armored half-tracks, and an armored field artillery battalion with
18 self-propelled 105mm guns. The 4th Armored Division was augmented by the independent
704th Tank Destroyer Battalion. This unit controlled three companies with a total of 36 M18
Hellcat tank destroyers. A divisional reconnaissance squadron composed of four troops in 48
M8 armored cars gave the American armored divisions a solid scouting asset, which by 1944
was better than the much-diminished reconnaissance battalions attached to German panzer
and panzergrenadier divisions.

Although the Americans were unaware of it, the 4th Armored Division’s intended advance over
the next 11 days would be disrupted and blocked by a German armored counterattack that was
second only to the Battle of the Bulge in December 1944 as the largest armored contest between
U.S. and German Armies in the European Theater of Operations. The Lorraine armored battles
proved to be classic meeting engagements where both sides were simultaneously conducting offen-
sive maneuvers with neither side possessing any significant numerical or distinct defensive advan-
tage. The U.S. Third Army commanders did not realize, as the third week of September began, that

A camouflaged U.S. M4 Sherman tank lies in ambush for German armor in northeastern France. The inexperience of
German tank crews late in the war made it easier for the Americans to defeat them in battle.
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ABOVE: An assistant gunner replenishes tank shells. The 4th Armored
Division proved equal to the task of taking on newly created German
panzer regiments with PzKpfw V Panther medium tanks. RIGHT: Captain
J.F. Brady, commander of Company A, 35th Tank Battalion received the
Silver Star for his valor during Arracourt. Unlike the Germans at Arracourt,
he and his fellow tankers were well supported by organic arfillery, logis-
fics, and engineering units.

the fight for Luneville put up by the Germans occurred
because that was where the German offensive in the Lorraine
was supposed to be launched.

The prolonged armored battle in Lorraine followed the
collapse of Wehrmacht resistance in France and Belgium and
the resultant swift advance of the Western coalition forces
across the breadth of France following Patton’s breakout from the Normandy bridgehead on July
30. While the overall Allied pursuit of the German Army toward the western margin of the Reich
was most impressive, the Supreme High Command of the German Army (Oberkommando des
Heeres, or OKH) was most concerned about the lighting speed of Patton’s Third Army.

Despite crippling fuel shortages that periodically retarded its progress, the Third Army man-
aged to drive 400 miles from Normandy to the west bank of the Moselle River. The enemy forces
defending Lorraine along the Moselle line belonged to General of Panzer Troops Otto von Kno-
belsdorff’s First Army, which comprised six infantry and three panzergrenadier divisions. For the
most part, these divisions had been replenished with underequipped and poorly trained replace-
ments. First Army possessed fewer than 200 armored fighting vehicles of all types. The Luftwaffe
units supporting the First Army had only 110 aircraft.

While operating in Lorraine, Patton’s Third Arm was composed of Eddy’s XII Corps, Maj.
Gen. Walton Walker’s XX Corps, and Maj. Gen. Wade Haislip’s XV Corps. The Third Army
brought to the Arracourt fight eight well-equipped divisions, including three armored and four
attached tank battalions. The Third Army had 933 tanks, of which 672 were M4 Sherman medium
tanks and 261 were MSA1 Stuart light tanks. In addition, the U.S. Army Air Corps backed up
Third Army with 400 fighters and fighter bombers from its XIX Tactical Air Command.

In compliance with the wishes of the Supreme Allied Commander General Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, Patton was directed to liberate Lorraine and then breach the Siegfried Line defenses guard-
ing Germany’s western frontier. Once those daunting objectives were achieved, Third Army was
to cross the Rhine River and capture the cities of Frankfurt and Mannheim. This fatal stab into
Germany would ensure the Allied capture of the Saar Region, which furnished coal and steel for
the Hitler’s war machine.

Patton ordered his 4th Armored Division toward the German border on September 19. In
accordance with that plan, the division’s CCB was to push on from the Delme-Chateau-Salins area,

16 miles north of Luneville, to the city of
Saabrucken, while CCA was to advance from
its location at Arracourt, which was situated
10 miles north of Luneville, and capture the
German city of Saareguemines.

To deal with the threat posed by Patton’s
Third Army, Hitler ordered Manteuffel to
launch a bold counterattack. Manteuffel had
proven his skill at handling panzer forces on
the Eastern Front where he commanded the 7th
Panzer Division of Army Group Center during
its advance toward Moscow in 1941. Man-
teuffel’s attack, which had a tentative start date
of September 5, was to originate west of the
Vosges Mountains and drive across the Langres
Plateau toward the Moselle River. However,
this proved impossible since Fifth Panzer
Army’s headquarters was not able to redeploy
from the northern sector of the front in the
Netherlands to Strasbourg until September 9.
Moreover, Manteuffel had the
enormous task of assembling
his three panzer and three
panzer grenadier brigades
from a variety of different
regions. This was a complex
task given that some of them
were deployed on the front
lines. Because of Patton’s swift
advance, the German attack
ultimately was pushed back to
September 15.

Frustrated by the series of
delays, Hitler ordered the
offensive to begin regardless of whether all of
the allotted forces had arrived at the staging
area. Fully realizing the unrealistic time table
for the attack and the inadequate forces to be
committed to it, Manteuffel was deeply skepti-
cal that his attack would succeed.

With so few battle-worthy panzer divisions
in the Lorraine sector of the Western Front, the
German attack on the U.S. Third Army would
have to depend on the new panzer brigades that
had been formed in the late summer of 1944.
Nearly all of the Third Reich’s tank production
during that time had been diverted to equip the
new armored formations. Many of the new
panzer brigades were slated for service on the
Eastern Front. Indeed, Hitler had established
the panzer brigade program in an effort to keep
pace with the Soviet Union’s robust tank pro-
duction. However, the concept of these new
panzer formations on which Hitler placed such
great hope was deeply flawed.

Rather than a balanced combined arms unit,
such as that fielded by the German Army’s
panzer divisions deployed at the outset of
World War II, the new panzer brigades con-
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tained mostly tanks and panzergrenadiers.
They sorely lacked sufficient artillery, engineer,
and logistical assets. Designed for quick coun-
terattacks, they were ill suited for sustained
periods of frontline combat.

The first of these brigades were numbered
101 to 110. They actually were similar to a reg-
iment in strength and had only one tank bat-
talion. Their armor included 36 PzKpfw Pan-
ther medium tanks and 11 Pz IV/70 tank
destroyers. These brigades’ infantry component
consisted of 2,100 panzergrenadiers in six com-
panies transported in SdKfz 251 half-tracks
that mounted 20mm cannons.

In response to the shortcomings of the first
series of panzer brigades, a second series desig-
nated 111 to 119 was fielded in August 1944.
These contained two battalions of tanks, one
of which had 36 Pz.Kpfw V Panthers and the
other of which had 36 Pz.Kpfw IVs. The
infantry complement was expanded to a regi-
ment of two panzergrenadier battalions of three
companies each, as well as a heavy weapons
company. In addition, each
brigade had one armored recon-
naissance company, assault gun
company, and engineer com-
pany. Due to the shortage of
SdKfz half-tracks, most of the
4,800 troops in these brigades
had to travel in trucks, which
severely limited the cross-coun-
try capability of the brigade.

Manteuffel, tasked with using
Panzer Brigades 106, 111, 112,
and 113 in the attack against
Patton’s forces in Lorraine, was
particularly concerned about
the combat reliability of these
units. He had little confidence in
their fighting ability due to the
absence of any artillery in the
brigades, a lack of radio equipment for
communications, and insufficient armored
recovery and maintenance services. He also
pointed out that the men in the new panzer
brigades had not been trained in combined-
arms tactics.

Lieutenant General Walter Kruger, who led
LVIII Panzer Corps, was deeply critical of the
battle worthiness of the new panzer brigades.
“Panzer Brigades 111 and 113 ... were
makeshift organizations,” he wrote. “Their
combat value was slight. Their training was just
as incomplete as their equipment. They had
been given no training as a unit and they had
not become accustomed to coordinating their
subunits.” His disgust for the caliber of troops
sent to the front from rear-echelon formations

UN
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ON SEPTEMIER 19,
MANTEUFFEL FINALLY

was evident in his description of them as “barrel-scrapings.” The concerns of the senior panzer
leaders involved in the forthcoming mission about the usefulness of the panzer brigades to be
employed did not bode well for its success.

Knobelsdorff was so alarmed in early September by the approach of Patton’s Third Army to
the Moselle River that he wanted to launch an immediate spoiling attack against Walker’s XX
Corps before it could cross the river. Knobelsdorff intended to send Colonel Franz Bake’s 106th
Panzer Brigade against Maj. Gen. Raymond McClain’s 90th Division on the extreme left flank of
Third Army. But before he could send the 106th Panzer Brigade into action, Knobelsdorff had to
promise Hitler that he would return it to First Army’s reserve within 48 hours.

The 106th Panzer Brigade, which was organized in two groups, moved under cover of dark-
ness on the night of Sept. 7-8 toward the American flank. With the arrival of darkness, the attack
groups split up at Audun-le-Roman. The first attack group drove northeast toward Landres, and
the second attack group turned southeast toward Trieux.

Having failed to reconnoiter the enemy’s position, at 2 AM the first attack group rumbled past
McClain’s headquarters, which was situated on a wooded hill south of Landres. Curious as to
the nature of the traffic, a member of the crew of a Sherman tank guarding the headquarters real-
ized after an hour that it was a German column. He alerted nearby artillery crews. The Ameri-
cans knocked out a half-track, but one of the German Panthers blew up the Sherman. A number
of American artillerymen were killed in the sharp firefight. The first attack group disengaged and
continued south. McClain immediately issued orders to his infantry battalions to engage the Ger-
mans. The U.S. 712th Tank Battalion started up its Shermans and they caught up with the back
of the first attack group column and fired on it. Meanwhile, U.S. bazooka teams from a tank
destroyer platoon prepared to engage the Germans at first light.

Much to the consternation of the Germans, the Americans stood
their ground rather than retreating. A battle unfolded at dawn when
the first attack group split up to attack the town of Mairy from
two directions. The town was vigorously defended by the 1st Bat-
talion, 58th Infantry, which had 3-inch antitank guns. Addition-
ally, the Americans were supported by 105mm howitzers. The panz-
ergrenadiers attacked into the town on halftracks, but they could
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not dislodge the Americans.

After nearly three hours of hard fighting, the Germans began to
disengage. One half of the attack group was able to retire, but the
other half was targeted by the U.S. artillery where it was positioned
in a sunken road west of Mairy and completely destroyed.The sec-

A German Panther carries panzer grenadiers into action at Bures south of
Arracourt. Newly established panzer brigades were committed piecemeal in Lorraine
against General George Patton’s Third Army only to be mauled by the Americans.

Bundesarchiv Bild 1011-301-1955-18A; Photo: Bernhard Kurth
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The German Panther outclassed the American Sherman tank in nearly every respect except speed. Introduced in 1943,
the Panther boasted a high-velocity 75mm gun and its thick, sloped frontal armor stopped rounds from Shermans and
M18 Hellcat tank destroyers.

ond attack group pushed west from Trieux toward Avril, but the Americans were at Avril in force.
They used their antitank guns to repulse a half-hearted attack by the Germans probing their posi-
tions. The defeat of the 106th Panzer Brigade in the Battle of Mairy left it badly crippled and of
limited use during the forthcoming Battle of Arracourt.

Four days later, elements of Brig. Gen. Holmes E. Dager’s CCB, 4th Armored Division and
infantry from the 35th Infantry Division crossed the Moselle south of the railroad hub of Nancy.
The following day, September 13, Combat Command Langlade, named after its commander
French Colonel Paul Girot de Langlade, part of Haislip’s XV Corps, foiled a spoiling attack at
Dompaire by Panzer Brigade 112.

After its defeat at Dompaire, the 112th Panzer Brigade was in no shape to engage in combat
for the time being. In addition, the 107th and 108th Panzer Brigades were withdrawn from Lor-
raine and placed in reserve to help defend the German city of Aachen against an imminent attack
by the U.S. First Army. These events would seriously weaken the offensive Hitler had envisioned
to serve as a hammer blow to Patton’s Third Army.

Not only were the forces marked to participate in Manteuffel’s main attack altered, but the
scheme itself was changed just before it was to be launched. With Patton’s tanks in control of
Luneville and the German forces assembled northeast of the town, Manteuffel aimed his assault
against the American southern flank toward the town of Arracourt, which lay 10 miles north of
Luneville. Hitler’s ambitious panzer attack of mid-September had devolved from its ambitious
objectives of striking Patton in the flank, cutting his lines of communication, and destroying him
to the much lesser goal of eliminating the spearhead of the U.S. Third Army.

On September 14, the foot soldiers of the 80th Infantry Division of the XII Corps spilled over
the river to the north of the city. That same day, 4th Armored Division’s CCA, led by Colonel Bruce
Clarke, reached the east bank of the Moselle just below Nancy. Eddy asked Clarke if he felt it
was safe to cross his CCA to the east bank. Clarke passed along the query to Lt. Col. Creighton
W. Abrams, who commanded the 37th Tank Battalion attached to CCA. “That is the shortest way
home,” said Abrams, pointing to the east bank.

Clarke approved the order and Abrams’ tank battalion crossed the river. Once across it con-
tinued its lightning advance and by nightfall had driven 20 miles into the German rear. The Amer-
ican advance beyond the Moselle threatened to create a breach between the German First Army
and General of Infantry Friedrich Wiese’s Nineteenth Army to its south. This would enable Pat-

.

ton’s tanks to race across the German border
and into the Saar Basin. OKH realized that the
unrelenting pressure from Patton would require
an immediate and vigorous counterstrike
against his army.

By mid-September 1944, Wood’s 4th
Armored Division had a complement of 163
tanks supporting its 15,000 troops. The well-
trained division, which had only been in com-
bat since late July, had been fortunate not to
have sustained heavy casualties. The 4th
Armored Division had encountered few Ger-
man tanks since it broke out of Normandy and
sped across France. This was because it had not
faced determined German panzer units until it
reached Lorraine. As a result, the 4th
Armored’s troops had no real experience facing
German tanks.

On September 19, Manteuffel finally
unleashed the armored offensive in Lorraine
that Hitler had been demanding since late
August. The morning of the attack dawned as
it had the last several days with intermittent
rain and thick fog in the low-lying areas. The
terrain around Arracourt was agricultural, with
gently rolling hills and tracts of woods. While
the hills were not particularly high, some of
them offered good vantage points for surveying
the surrounding farmland. These vantage
points would play an important role in the
coming fight.

Fifth Panzer Army’s strike on September 19
took the form of two simultaneous thrusts. One
thrust consisted of the 113rd Panzer Brigade
advancing northwest from the town of Bour-
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donnay along the Metz-Strasbourg road toward
Lezey-Moyenvic. The other thrust involved the
111th Panzer Brigade striking the Third Army’s
center by way of the Parroy-Arracourt axis.

The objective of the operation was to link-up
with Colonel Enrich von Loesch’s 553rd Volks-
grenadier Infantry Division north of Nancy at
Chateau-Salins, thus closing the breach the
Americans had previously opened between the
German First Army and the Nineteenth Army
to its south. Barring the Germans’ way was
Clarke’s CCA, which had deployed in 4th
Armor’s southern sector around Arracourt. The
division’s northern zone near Chateau-Salins
was covered by CCB.

When the German tanks began to roll on the
morning of September 19, CCA’s main compo-
nents were the 25th Cavalry Squadron, 37th
Tank Battalion, and the 53rd Armored Infantry
Battalion. CCA was understrength since Task
Force Hunter, amounting to one third of the
combat command’s strength, had been detailed
the day before to aid the fight for Luneville.
Clarke’s command post was at the Riouville
farm a half mile east of Arracourt. Guarding
the command post was a platoon of Hellcats,
two battalions of M7 105mm self-propelled
howitzers, and a battalion of tractor-drawn
155mm artillery pieces.

CCA's left flank was shielded by B Company,
37th Tank Battalion and C Company, 10th
Armored Infantry Battalion. This small task
force linked CCA with CCB to its west. CCA’s
center consisted of the balance of the 53rd
Armored Infantry Battalion, which was
deployed on the southeast ridge of the Bezange
Forest overlooking Moyenvic. The right margin
of the combat command consisted of the unit’s
headquarters company and C Company, 37th
Tank Battalion, which held the village of Lezey.
At the village of Moncourt, on the eastern por-
tion of CCA’s zone, stood a platoon of Stuart
tanks belonging to D Company, 37th Tank Bat-
talion. Screening CCA’s front was a line of out-
posts manned by the troopers of the 25th Cav-
alry Squadron. Near the center of CCA’s
position was the 166th Engineer Battalion.

The first contact CCA had with the enemy
near Arracourt occurred at 7 AM when fire from
a Stuart light tank destroyed a German half-
track near Moncourt. Shortly afterward, five
Panther tanks emerged from the fog and forced
D Company to retreat to the main 37th Tank
Battalion assembly area near the hamlet of
Bezange-la-Petite. The Americans spotted
another column of German armor moving
along the Metz-Strasbourg road.

Notified of the enemy’s advance, Colonel
Clarke ordered Captain William Dwight, 37th
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3 U.S. positions established during the action

Under continued pressure from his superiors to halt Third Army’s advance, German Fifth Panzer Army commander Hasso
von Manteuffel ordered Panzer Brigades 111 and 113 to launch a two-pronged attack toward the town of Arracourt on
September 19. Poor reconnaissance and map reading by the Germans contributed heavily to the failure of the attack.

Tank Battalion’s liaison officer, to take a platoon of tank destroyers and establish a blocking posi-
tion on Hill 246 approximately 800 yards from the village of Rechicourt-la-Petite. It was 7:45
AM when Dwight, with four M18 Tank destroyers under Lieutenant Edwin Leiper, reached the
summit of Hill 246. No sooner had the crews assumed firing positions than they saw a single Ger-
man tank emerge from the woods at the base of the hill.

The lead tank destroyer, commanded by Sergeant Stacey, opened fire, striking the enemy tank
with its first shot. More German tanks were seen, and Stacey destroyed a second target in quick
succession. A third German tank hit Stacey’s Hellcat, which caused injuries to the crew, but it was
able to move under its own power back to Arracourt. Another Hellcat destroyed the Pz IV that
had disabled Stacey’s gun. Two more German tanks were knocked out as they tried to reverse into
the wood.

As the German armor withdrew, so did Leiper’s three remaining M18s, which rumbled onto a
neighboring height. Leiper noticed a string of German tanks on a road running along the hills
between Rechicourt and Bezange-la-Petite. The Americans unleashed a fusillade of armor-pierc-
ing shells at the new target. To make sure the tanks were completely destroyed, they called in an
artillery strike from nearby M7 105mm guns. The torrent of American artillery shells destroyed
five Pz IV tanks.

The fog and occasional rain had thus far prevented American airpower from coming into play;
however, some help from the sky was forthcoming. Major Charles “Bazooka Charlie” Carpen-
ter, the head of the 4th Armored Division’s reconnaissance aircraft detachment, was flying in the
area. He dove in his L-4H single-engine reconnaissance airplane on German tanks trying to work
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their way around Leiper’s position. Although he was unable to hit the tanks with his 2.36-inch
rockets, he alerted Leiper to the threat to his rear.

Reacting to the German threat, Leiper pulled one of his vehicles around and hit two German
tanks. But a third German tank destroyed two Hellcats in quick succession. Leiper withdrew

toward Arracourt with his remaining Hellcat. As he

did, he was joined by three Sherman tanks sent by
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ion, commanded by Captain Kenneth Lamison,
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engaged German armor along the Metz-Strasbourg
road. In the initial contact, Lamison and his fellow
tankers disabled three Panthers that emerged from
the thick fog. Recoiling from that loss, the Germans
withdrew south of the highway.

Lamison hurriedly sent a platoon of Shermans to
a commanding ridge near Bezange-la-Petite to
trap the retreating foe. The American tankers
sprung the ambush. From a flanking position, they
knocked out four enemy tanks. Then, the Shermans
hid on a reverse slope before their opponent could return
fire. Due to the fog, the Germans could not pinpoint the
origin of the fire. As they looked around anxiously, the Sher-
mans popped up over the crest of the ridge and finished off the
four remaining Panthers.

As the action on the ground escalated, Bazooka Charlie again
entered the fray, this time successfully striking two German tanks
with his rockets from an altitude of 1,500 feet.

At 9:30 AM another German tank column approached CCA’s
command post. CCA’s command center had ordered B Company,
37th Tank Battalion to shift to CCA’s command center. B Com-
pany arrived at its destination 45 minutes later. To deal with the
developing threat, C Company, 37th Tank Battalion deployed on
a ridge 500 yards from the command post. Sending salvos of
75mm armor-piercing shells at their antagonists, the Shermans
knocked out several enemy tanks.

A German force of 14 tanks neared CCA’s headquarters at 12
pM. This was the southernmost assault of the day. Although it is
not known exactly which German unit made the assault, it likely was the 111th Panzer Brigade.
In a series of quick engagements, the platoon of Hellcats assigned to shelter the headquarters
knocked out eight Panther tanks. The remaining Panthers withdrew rapidly.

At mid-afternoon, A Company, 37th Tank Battalion, which was part of Task Force Hunter sent
to Luneville the day before, returned to Arracourt. Clarke and Abrams immediately paired A
Company with B Company. “Dust off the sights, wipe off the shot, and breeze right through,”
they instructed the company leaders. The two tank units then swept across the zone east of Arra-
court. Leaving a single tank platoon from A Company to guard CCA’s command post, Hunter
formed up southwest of Rechicourt with 24 Shermans and Dwight’s Hellcats.

Within minutes, the American tankers were hitting the remaining enemy armor in the area from
front and flank, resulting in eight German tanks knocked out and approximately 100 German
infantry casualties. The Americans lost three tanks. This was the last major engagement of the
day. The U.S. forces engaged reported losing a total of five Shermans, three Hellcats, and six killed
and three wounded.

As night fell, the 113th Panzer Brigade withdrew to Moncourt having suffered the loss of 43
tanks, mostly Panthers, and approximately 200 infantry. Due to its late disengagement at
Luneville on September 18, coupled with its late arrival at its staging point for the attack on Arra-
court on the following day, the 111th Panzer Brigade played virtually no part in the battle on
September 19. As a result, the 113th Panzer Brigade attacked alone and unsupported. Never-

theless, OKH ordered Manteuffel to continue
the attack the next day.

Although outnumbered 130 tanks to 435,
Manteuffel instructed Kruger’s 58th Panzer
Corps to attack from Arracourt toward
Moyenvic on September 20 using the 111th
Panzer Brigade. If repulsed, the Germans were
to draw the Americans back to the Marne-
Rhine Canal where flak guns and tanks from
Panzer Brigade 113 awaited them.

American opposition on that day included
not only the 37th Tank Battalion and some
tank destroyers, but also the 35th Tank Battal-
ion, 10th Armored Infantry Battalion, 53rd

A U.S. infantryman fires a .50-caliber machine gun at
Germans on a rural French farm. The tenacious resistance
of U.S. infantry throughout the battle stunned German
panzer troops, who believed they could easily overrun
U.S. infantry lacking close armor support.

Armored Infantry Battalion, and three field
artillery battalions.

On the morning 